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We are very impressed with 20/20 vision. If you go to the eye
doctor and he tells you that you have 20/20 eyesight, you walk
out feeling pretty good about yourself. You can read the
bottom line on the chart, see the street sign from a distance,
and maybe even find your glasses when they are sitting on top
of your head. But having good eyesight does not necessarily
mean that you have good vision.

The pasuk says, WR93 ¥ 2517, “The wise man's eyes are
in his head.” At first glance, this sounds like one of those
statements that makes you wonder what the alternative is.
Where else would his eyes be? The Sfas Emes connects this
pasuk to Rosh Hashanah, the rosh, the head and beginning of
the year. He points out something fascinating about the eye
itself: 93w Iy TRWIT TInR PP N1RY 99w, The eye sees
through the darkness and blackness within it. The very
darkness inside the eye is part of what allows it to see. He
connects this to Rosh Hashanah, which is called m923, a time
of concealment. We do not know what the coming year will
bring, but that does not mean there is nothing to see. The wise
person, MRI2 1Y, looks back to his root, to the Torah and
the Avos, and remembers where he comes from and Who is
really running the picture.

We spend our lives looking at what happened yesterday, what
is happening today, the numbers, the circumstances, the
people around us and the road ahead. And then we make a
very natural mistake: we assume that because we can see
something, we understand it. A person can have 20/20
eyesight and still have terrible vision. He sees a roadblock or
a closed door and thinks it is the end. He sees someone else's
hatzlocha, shidduch or whatever, you fill in the blank, and
thinks he has been left behind. A difficult nisayon comes
along and he wonders why Hashem is doing this to him. The
eyes say, “This is what I see.” Emunah says, “There is more
to the picture.”

Chazal tell us that we say Malchuyos “@z°»p "112%9nnw 5727,
so that we should crown Hashem as King over us. If Hashem
is truly Melech, then I am accepting that His vision is greater
than mine. I see one day; He sees the entire year. | see one
page; He sees the entire book. I see what was lost; He sees
what is being built. Accepting Hashem as Melech means
accepting that I do not have to understand everything He
understands.

The Akeidah gives us the greatest example. Avraham Avinu
is standing on Har Hamoriah with Yitzchak. He has been
commanded, “mwh aw wepm,” while at the same time he
has been promised, “par 72 879> prxoa 92.” He did not know
how the two promises would come together. He knew only
Who had given him the command. And then, after Avraham
demonstrates that he is prepared to trust Hashem without
understanding, the Torah says, * 7377 K991 359 DR 277938 K2
PIMPa 9282 IMRI MR PN Avraham lifted his eyes and saw
the ram. The ram was there. The answer was there. Avraham

simply had not seen it yet. Rashi tells us that the ram was
“PpowNna W nwwn 9 7 19m.” The answer had been
prepared from the beginning. Avraham's eyes did not create
the answer. They finally became capable of seeing what had
already been there.

We usually want to see first and then trust. We want Hashem
to show us the ending and explain the reason. Then we'll have
emunah. The Akeidah teaches us that sometimes it works in
the opposite direction. We trust first, and only afterward do
we see. That is why the shofar brings us back to the Akeidah.
Rabi Avahu taught us, “ 2931w 572 9°R bw 29MWw2 %155 Wpn
2ORRY ANTPY WORD DY NN TPYRY 25K J2 P NPy ash
s19%.” Every Rosh Hashanah, we stand with our own
questions. We don't know what the year will bring, which
doors will open or close, or how the pieces of our lives will fit
together. The shofar reminds us: You don't have to see the
whole picture. You have to know Who is holding it.

The Piaseczna Rebbe, writing in the darkness of the Warsaw
Ghetto, expressed this idea with a line that is difficult to read
without stopping: “Open eyes see choshech, closed eyes see
the Master of the choshech.” His eyes were open. He was
surrounded by one of the darkest periods in human history.
There was plenty of darkness to see. But physical sight can
only show us the darkness itself. Closing our eyes through
emunah can allow us to see the One standing behind it.

And then we reach the final pasuk of Malchuyos: 8w ynw
7NN '5799P9R '71. We have spent the entire Malchuyos section
proclaiming that Hashem is Melech, and then we arrive at the
climax: TnX '7. And what do we do when we say it on a
regular day? We cover our eyes. The final expression of
accepting Hashem's Kingship is to close our eyes.

Because we have questions. Plenty of them. We look around
at the world, at our families and at our own lives, and there
are things we simply do not understand. And then we are
asked to say TnR '1. So we cover our eyes. Not because we
want to see less, but because we want to see more. Our
physical eyes show us what is in front of us. Emunah allows
us to see beyond it. The eye says, “I don't understand how
these pieces fit together.” Emunah says, “I know that they fit
together because there is one Melech.”

That is the final step of Malchuyos. We don't only accept
Hashem when His Malchus is visible to us. We accept Him
even when we have to close our eyes. We close our eyes and
say TRR '70P9R "7 DRws ynw. [ may not see everything, but
I know that there is One. I may not understand everything, but
I know Who does. I may not know how the story will unfold,
but I know Who is writing it.

We don't need better eyesight. We need better vision. The
goal is not to know what tomorrow will bring. The goal is to
know Who is bringing tomorrow. Because 20/20 eyesight can
show me everything that is happening in front of me.
Emunah shows me Who is behind it.

And sometimes, when our eyes are covered, we finally see
what our eyes were preventing us from seeing.

Wishing you all a 72 72%0m 7205 and ah gut gebentched yur.
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